Fruit Fly traps function by attracting fruit flies using bait that appeals to them. In order to be effective, all other food sources, such as ripe fruit or garbage must be unavailable to them. Garbage or ripening fruit must be tightly sealed so that the only source of food for the fruit flies is the bait in the trap.

I have used the Spring Star traps (http://www.thepestdepot.com/frflytrbysps.html or http://www.thepestdepot.com/spglfrflytr.html) with great success in my own home, using fermenting 100% orange juice as bait. The bait that is included with these traps is effective also, but for refills I use orange juice.

Just remember, it is extremely important, that fruit flies must not have access to any other food source in order for the traps to be effective.

Q. What are fruit flies?

A. Fruit flies are tiny flying insects that are about 0.2 inches (3mm). They are brownish in color, with striped bodies with large red eyes. They can smell food from great distances. Fruit flies can get into homes through window screens, door jams, or any other crack. Sometimes they can be brought into homes from the grocery store.

Q. How can fruit flies be eliminated?

A. There are several steps to get rid of fruit flies, but the most important step is to be certain that all other food sources are eliminated:

· Set fruit fly traps. These traps are simple and effective.

· Remove all garbage from inside the home and kitchen.

· Seal all ripening fruit in airtight containers.

· Remove wet dish rags or sponges.

· Wash sinks and counter tops often with soap and dry thoroughly.

· Make certain sink drain strainers are clean at all times.

